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PROSE
Another important branch of folk literature is prose which can be divided into three distinct
categories : 1. Prose narratives 2. Proverbs and 3. Riddles. Prose narratives can. again be
grouped under mythological stories, legends and folk tales.
Prose Narratives
Prose narrative In Telugu goes back to the days of the Satavahana period when Gunadhya
narrated his stories to the animals. Since then there emerged a large variety of prose narratives
- those that have celestials, animals, birds and human beings as their characters - told and
retold by grandmothers and grandfathers. All these folk tales, through make-believe fantasies,
enliven the curiosity of the people towards the inexplicable phenomena of man in nature.
Stories from ancient anthologies like Katha Sarfts&gara, Pancatantra, Sufa saptati, Hamsa
V?m&zff and stories of legendary kings like Vikramaditya and SaHvahana, stories of Bhoja and
Kalidasa and the stories of great kings, ministers and generals who ruled over this part of the
country, those of Saivite and Vaishnavite saints and devotees, of sacred places, hilts, temples
and rivers are the treasures handed down from generation to generation by word of mouth.
Innumerable stories about a host of fictitious, pseudo-historical and legendary persons like Tenall
Ramalingarn, Maryada Ramanna, Paramanandayya and his disciples, Tatacharlu, etc. are the
rich treasure-houses of this branch of folk literature. There are also collections of tales connected
through a common narrator and listener like Ka&majM kathalu, RamtewaramajM kathalu and
through common characters recurring in each story like Rdcukka-Pagatlcukka kathatu, Aldugunt
Donga/a kathalu, etc. Tales from other lands that have gained popularity include Car D&rvSqu
kathalu, Arab/an Nights kathalu and Isabu kathalu. Tales relating to holy places, rituals, devotees
and saints are aplenty. Specially noteworthy are StrJIa vrate kathalu, which reinforce faith in
religious observations connected with the worshipping of deities. Though some of them arp
common to other regions and lanugages, they retain the local character and cultural complexity
of the Telugu region and society. They depict the religious customs, beliefs, food habits,
modes of dress, superstitions and Imagination of the Teiugu region and Telugu people.
Proverbs
The second division under prose literature is that of proverbs. In Telugu there is a
very rich treasure of different kinds of proverbs dealing wtth domestic lite and different kinds
of professions like agriculture, trade and commerce, cottage industries and other ways of
We. There are didactic proverbs and those used In common parlance; proverbs derived
from mythology, the epics and historic local events; and there are-even obscene and vulgar
proverbs. Individuals, literary Institutions and popular publishing houses have brought out many
anthologies of Telugu proverbs. More than a dozen theses and monoflrapht also have beek
written on Telugu proverbs. Telugu proverbs, Hke the proverbs of other languages, represent